
Student Name: __________________________________________________________ Date: _____________________

                                                                             MOVIE PERMISSION FORM                                                                   

Dear Parents, 

Due to WSFCS Policy (printed below), teachers must seek parent permission for using video clips and/or full-length 
films in the classroom if they are rated PG-13 or R. In order to save you from signing multiple forms, I compiled all of 
the possible choices for the curriculum on this one form so you can fill it out just one time. These titles have been 
approved in advance of viewing by administration. I want to make it clear that we may not watch all of these movies 
and certainly will not watch very many of them at all in their full-length form. Most of the movies listed below will 
be used in a short clip format only, if they are used at all. This is a list of possibilities only, since I adjust 
instruction each semester to fit the needs of students and may decide to add/delete a clip depending upon time 
constraints. Since your student needs your written permission to view these clips/movies, please INITIAL in the boxes 
below to give your permission for EACH film, or to deny your permission for EACH film. An alternate assignment will 
be provided for any student who does not receive permission from parents to view the movie. This assignment may also 
involve a movie, but one rated below PG-13. I will work closely with any students in this situation to make sure they do 
not feel penalized for not viewing the PG13 rated movie that you do not approve.   

Ms. Johnson     

WSFCS School System Video Policy 6161.3, adopted in August 2004 states that:

A PG-13 rated video may be shown in its entirety in high school only: (1) if it meets the criteria of the policy, (2) is 
approved in advance by the Principal or Assistant Principal and (3) parents are notified in writing in advance of the use 
of the video and give their written permission for their child to view the video. The teacher shall provide appropriate 
educational activities for those students not permitted to view the video by their parent(s).

Classroom appropriate versions of “R” rated videos/DVDs meeting the criteria of the policy with profane, sexually 
graphic and/or excessively violent scenes removed may be purchased and/or used when available. Excerpts or portions 
of “R” rated videos meeting the criteria of this policy may be viewed in high school classrooms and media center 
settings: (1) if it meets the criteria of this policy, (2) the teacher has previewed the film carefully to eliminate the “R” 
rated content as defined herein; (3) its use is approved in advance by the principal or an assistant principal and (4) 
parents are notified in writing in advance of the use of the video and give their child written permission to view the 
video. The teacher shall provide appropriate educational activities for those students not permitted to view the video by 
their parent(s).

English II Common Core Essential Standards for viewing these films in the curriculum are: 
RL 3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of 
a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

RL 5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

RL 6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United 
States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

RL 7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is 
emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall 
of Icarus).

RL 9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats 
a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).

RI 2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI 3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points 
are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

RI 7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and 
multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.              



       MOVIES WITH A PG-13 RATING
TITLE & RATING EXPLANATION INITIAL FOR YES INITIAL FOR NO

The Count of Monte Cristo
Rated because of violence [Archetypes]
Jakob the Liar
Rated because of violence and disturbing images [Holocaust]
Swing Kids
Rated because of violence and profanity [Holocaust]
Cry, the Beloved Country
Rated for emotional thematic elements and brief language [South Africa]
The Power of One
Rated for areas of strong violence [South Africa]
Life is Beautiful
Rated for Holocaust related themes [Holocaust]
Hotel Rwanda
Rated for disturbing images and brief, strong language [Rwandan Genocide]
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
Rated for mature thematic material involving the Holocaust [Holocaust]
Les Miserables
Rated for violence and some sexual content [Archetypes] 
10 Things I Hate About You
Rated for crude humor and dialogue [Archetypes]
Hunger Games
Rated for violence involving teens [only a short clip shown] [Archetypes]
Valkyrie
Rated for violence and Holocaust themes [only a short clip shown] [Holocaust]
The Help
Rated for thematic material [Civil Rights]

MOVIES WITH A R RATING

TITLE & RATING EXPLANATION INITIAL FOR YES INITIAL FOR NO
Schindler’s List
Rated for language, some sexuality, and violence [Holocaust] [clips only]
The Pianist
Rated for violence and brief, strong language [Holocaust]
Shawshank Redemption
Rated for language and violence [clip shown] [Archetypes]
Beyond the Gates
Rated for language, violence, graphic images [Rwandan Genocide] [clips only]
Defiance
Rated for language and violence [Holocaust] [clips only]
The Kite Runner
Rated for sexual assault [omitted], violence, and strong language [Afghanistan] 
Triumph of the Spirit
Rated for violence, adult language, adult situations [Holocaust] [clips only]
The Last Samurai
Rated for violence in battle scenes [Japan]

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: ______________________


